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Julie Houck

“I have been inspired by the 
ever-changing atmosphere 

on Maui during and after the 
sugar cane burns. The smoke 

rises from the fields in a ‘twist’ 
determined by the wind 

direction. Although the cane 
smoke is very toxic, it also has 

a magical quality. To me, this 
piece is about trying to cap-

ture that magic as well as the 
power of the actual burn. 

The fact that something so 
deadly is also beautiful is also 

part of the twist.” 
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Twister #2, acrylic, 30 x 40. 
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